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Presenter’s Background: 

Ms. Lee was a Special Education preschool teacher for three years. After her teaching 

experience, she began to work as an assistant professor in Brooklyn College. She teaches 

classes associated with teaching. She also has experience of observing different preschool 

classrooms to gain a better understanding of teacher and student classroom behaviors. 

Workshop Objectives:  

� Examine the nature and the limits of social experiences for children with 

disabilities in inclusive settings. 

� Encourage teachers to reflect on their own effectiveness in creating socially 

inclusive classrooms.   
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Topical Outline:   

● Introduction and background information 

● Implications of the IDEA on special education 

● Current research results about the social experiences of children with disabilities 

● The difference between inclusive classrooms and inclusion in the context of social 

    experiences 

● General classroom experiences and their relationship to a socially inclusive classroom 

● Teachers’ role in creating a socially inclusive classroom 

● Teachers’ language and its affect on the interactions with his or her students 

Content of the Session:  

Ms. Lee has three years experience as a preschool special education teacher.  

Currently she is an assistant professor at Brooklyn College. In order to gain further 

knowledge on teachers’ and students’ classroom behaviors she observes many classroom 

settings. Her observations have led her to believe that there is a difference between an 

inclusive classroom and a socially inclusive classroom. The purpose of her lecture is to 

examine the nature and the limits of the social experiences for children with disabilities in 

inclusive settings and to encourage teachers to reflect on their own effectiveness in 

creating a socially inclusive classroom.   

  Ms. Lee explained that the IDEA legislature has a large impact on the service 

delivery model for children with disabilities. Many children with disabilities are now 

being placed in classrooms with their typically developing peers. Inclusive classrooms 

have many benefits as well as limitations. One limitation is the inclusion’s effect on the 

day-to-day social experiences of children with disabilities.   
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 Ms. Lee brought up current research that shows that children with disabilities are 

less successful in social situations with their peers than typically developing children.  

Furthermore, children with disabilities take the lead in interaction less frequently than 

typically developing children. Research also shows that early childhood teachers spend 

very little time instructing young children in social skills. However, the teachers’ 

relationships with their students can influence the children’s interactions with their peers.  

When provided with interventions, peers of children with disabilities were positively 

influenced in their social acceptance of their classmates. Finally, research shows that 

children with disabilities were lonelier than their peers without disabilities.   

 Ms. Lee emphasized that just placing a child in an inclusive classroom does not 

always allow him/her inclusive social experiences. Furthermore, adapting the 

environment and curriculum is not always enough to allow a child to share in social 

experiences. The classroom is a social environment that gathers people with a large range 

of abilities to come together to create human relationships. There are many factors that 

have to be explored that affect the ability of a child with disabilities to feel socially 

included. She stressed that teachers must identify what makes an individual child feel 

included and what can they do in their everyday classroom activities. Teachers must also 

identify to what extent it is appropriate for them to insist on students including all their 

peers in their activities. 

 The questions and issues raised in the lecture do not have black and white 

answers. Rather, they are thoughts to be acknowledged and reflected on. Most important 

of all these ideas is that teachers must recognize their ability to influence the social 

inclusion in their classrooms. Teachers who are positive role models can teach the 
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children positive social behaviors. Furthermore, by encouraging the class to problem 

solve as a united team they will be setting the stage for meaningful peer interactions.  

Finally, the language and interactions of a teacher with his or her students has an impact 

on the students. Teachers must objectively critique their language that they use with their 

students to evaluate if it provided an atmosphere of social inclusion. As mentioned by 

Ms. Lee, this can be done with the questionnaire titled Watch your language: Closing or 

Opening the Special Education Curtain (Smith, Salend & Ryan, 2001). 

Relevance to Inclusion:   

This lecture is helpful for professionals working in an inclusive classroom. It 

focuses on the social experiences of children in inclusive classrooms. It allows the 

professionals to reflect on the social experiences of children with disabilities in their 

inclusive classrooms. It also allows professionals to identify factors that promote and 

limit social inclusion. It also identifies the role of the teacher in an inclusive classroom in 

promoting social inclusion. 

Goals, Concerns and Issues for Future Work: 

Ms. Lee would like to expand her knowledge by talking to different teachers and 

hearing their perspectives on a socially inclusive classroom.   


